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Question: Tawheed Ar-Rubtbiyyah is included as part of Tawheed Al-Ulthiyyah, 


what does that mean? And the opposite is not true? 


The next question was sent to me by my most dearest students, may Allah 
(dsg Gl) reward them and protect them and guard them and keep them steadfast. 
It was sent to them on behalf of a group of sisters who are going over the Tawheed 
Class. So, the group of sisters asked them, “Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah is included as part 
of Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, what does that mean? Plus, the opposite is not true.” 


First of all, we know that Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyat is affirming that Allah ( Gun 
jks) is One in His Actions. He’s the only one who Gives Life and Death, he’s the only 
One who Creates, the only One who Gives Provision, the only One who Sends the rain, 
and so on. He is Al-Khaliq, Ar-Raziq, Al-Muhyī, Al-Mumit, and Munzil Al-Matar. Among 
the other names for this Tawheed — for Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah — is Tawheed Al- 
Ma'rifah wal-Ithbat or At-Tawheed Al-'Ilmi, and it's given those names because Tawheed 
Ar-Rubūbiyyat is a heart action only, it’s only belief. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah is only 
belief. Belief and affirmation in Tawheed Ar-RubUubiyyah takes place in the heart alone. 
That's important to know for what I’m about to explain, insha’Allah. 


Now, Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah is your action of worship and that it must be 
directed to Allah (Jkis9 læn) alone, Y EL,  o4>9 (the One, having no partner with 
Him). It’s devoting all your inward and outward acts of worship to Allah (J59 Glew) 
alone. And among the names given to Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah are Tawheed Al-Illāhiyyah, 
Tawheed At-Talab, Tawheed Al-'lbādah, Tawheed Al-Qasd, Tawheed Al-Iradah, and for 
Tawheed Ar-RubUubiyyah | said it’s At-Tawheed Al-'Ilmi. Here, Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah is 
At-Tawheed Al-‘Amali — actions, unlike Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah, which is only heart 
belief. Belief in Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah is both actions and heart belief. Actions like 
sacrifice, Sujud, Ruku’, Salah, Du’a, and then heart actions like Raja’, Rahbah, Raghbah. 


When | was in prison, and | was teaching the categories of Tawheed to those who 
newly reverted to Islam, they would get confused between the two. So | said remember 
them with an arrow, put an arrow down next to Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah to indicate 
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Allah (Ul»3g dilaxu)'s Actions. Actions descending upon us — Life, Death, Rain, Provision, 
Creation, Sovereignty. And then with Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, | said put an arrow up, 
because it’s our acts of worship that must ascend to Allah (Jlu39 dl) alone. One 
pertains to the actions of Allah (Jig dl) and the other pertains to our actions. And 
Alhamdullillāh, they didn’t confuse it after that. 


Now that we’ve established that, let's go to the question. The statement 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyat is included as part of Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, what does that 
mean? Let's take that first half. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah is included in Tawheed Al- 
Uluhiyyah. One who affirms full, complete, sincere belief in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah will 
most definitely have the same correct, complete, sincere belief in Tawheed Ar- 
Rubūbiyyah. Someone says, “Ya Allah shower us with rain,” — turning to Allah ( Glew. 
jb59) and making Du’a is Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah. He affirms full, sincere belief in 
Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, and he turns to Allah (Ula3y læ) for rain. Why? This takes us 
to his belief in Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. He turned to Allah (Jtg ile.) for rain 
because he knows that Allah (Jl39 Glxus) is the only one who Brings that rain. When 
you know and affirm and believe that Allah (Jl 59 læa) Brings the rain, that's Tawheed 
Ar-Rubūbiyyah. He turned to Allah (JlL39 Glew) asking for rain because he believes and 
affirms that Allah (Jl»33 lx.) is the only one who can Send the rain. 


Someone affirms full, sincere belief in Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah makes the Du’a and 
says, “Ya Razzaq, Urzuqni” (Oh Provider, Oh Sustainer, Grant me provision). Ya Allah, 
Grant me provision. He affirms Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah in his entire belief and in this 
specific Du'ā. If he believes in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, he believes that he needs to direct 
his worship to Allah (Jl 39 4.) alone — that's why he turned to Him for Rizq, for 
provision. Once we know that person sincerely believes in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, we 
automatically get from that that he believes in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. One who 
masters and sincerely believes and applies Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah is worshiping Allah 
(dL Gl) alone with no partner. It makes no sense whatsoever to say that someone 
worships Allah (JlL39 le.) totally and fully, directs all his worship to Allāh ( Gl. 
dlg) alone, affirms that belief completely, fully, and sincerely, but then doesn’t believe 
in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. It doesn't make sense to say that. When the person in the 
example that | just mentioned asks for provision or rain, and we said he affirmed full, 
sincere belief in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah. Why did he go to Allah (Jl 59 dle.) alone for 
provision or rain? Because he believes that Allah (Jl 59 dle.) is Ar-Razzaq — He 
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Provides provision. Ar-Razzaq is what? Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. He believes that Allah 
(dlg Gl) Controls the universe and Sustains it, that's Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. 
That's why he turned to Allah (Jl39 læa) for rain. One who establishes Tawheed Al- 
Ulūhiyyah worships no one but Allah (Ji, le). He turns sincerely to Allah ( Glau 
Jl9) alone in his worship, in his ‘Ibadah, in his Du'ā, in his Salah, Siyam, Hajj, Khawf and 
Raja’ (fear and hope) — in all the worship and sacrifice — giving vows and Tawakkul, he 
perfects Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah with that. When he turns to Allah (Jeg lex) alone in 
those “Ibadat it’s because he knows and affirms full belief in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah 
and that Allah (Jig lx.) is the Creator, Sustainer, Provider, the One who Controls 
the Universe, the One who Harms and Benefits, the One who Creates and Orders, the 
One who Gives Life and Death, the One who Disposes the affairs of all things — that's 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah is part of the meaning of Tawheed Al- 
Uluhiyyah. The Iqrar, the affirmation, of Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah includes within it 
affirmation and Iqrar of Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. It’s impossible to attain the true, 
sincere belief of Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah except after affirming and believing in Tawheed 
Ar-Rubūbiyyah. The belief in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyat is a result and a fruit of the belief in 
Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. 


In summary, you will not find anyone who truly, sincerely worships Allah ( sl. 
dls) alone (Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah) except that he worships Him alone in Tawheed Ar- 
Rubūbiyyah. Whoever worships Allāh Jleig law, J EL Y ou, affirms lordship to only 
Allāh (JL53 Glow, d EL pi Y obey, 


That statement that | mentioned in the Tawheed Class is not the statement of 
any contemporary Ulama’ — some attribute that statement to some contemporary 


Ulama” but it’s actually the statement of Ibn Taymiyyah JL ali 4o>) and he mentioned 
it in his book Bayan Talbis Al-Jahmiyyah, and he said, JL3 Jl da>,, 
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“Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah includes Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah.” And then he said, 
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That's the summary of everything | said just now. ¿744% means it falls under it, it includes, 
it incorporates within it. “If one worships Allah (JLo, læ) it incorporates, it includes 
that He does not affirm the Rubūbiyyat to other than Allah (Jlasy 4Llxu:).” Then he said, 
but that’s not like Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah, 
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He said, “But that’s not like Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah, it's different than Tawheed Ar- 
Rububiyyah, as it was affirmed by the masses of the Mushrikin.” 


The statement of Ibn Taymiyyah JL3 4il 4a> leads us to the second half of this 
question. “Plus, the opposite is not true.” One who believes in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean he believes in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah. Tawheed Ar- 
Rububiyyah, as | said, is a heart action. One can believe in one Rabb, but there are 
actions that pertain to Tawheed. He affirmed the heart action of Lordship, he believes 
that Allah (Jl 39 44.1) is the Creator, Sustainer, Provider, but when he goes to put that 
heart belief into action, when he goes to the physical actions — which are Tawheed Al- 
Uluhiyyah — some people turn to angels or Awliya’, or messengers, or even statues. 
They will ask them, they will ask the messengers or Awliya’, and then include them in 
'Ibādah that must be exclusively devoted to Allāh Jlu3g law, Y eb č Y ou 9. You ask 
them, “Do you believe Allah (Jl Glxus) is the Rabb who disposes the affairs of all 
things?” They say, “Yes.” Then why are you going to that statue? Why are you going to 
that grave and doing a worship that must be exclusively devoted to Allah (Jig slaw)? 
They may say what the Qur’an said about some people, that we worship them just so 
that they can bring us closer to Allah (Jl39 lew). In the example that | mentioned 
previously, someone can say, “I believe Allah (Jig Glxuo) is Ar-Razzaq,” the one who 
went to Allah (Jla33 ale.) for provision, turned to Allah (Ul»39 ale.) for provision. He 
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says Allah (Jl dle.) is the Provider. Who provides for you? Who created you? Who 
sustains the earth for you? They say Allah. They got Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah right, but 
then they go to the physical worship which pertains to Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, they go 
and ask the Rizq, or rain from a grave, or a Wali, or a statue, or Al-Lat, or Al-Uzza, or 
someone else. That shows you one can affirm belief in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah but 
have Shirk in Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah. So they can affirm belief in Tawheed Ar- 
Rububiyyah and still be categorized as Mushrikin. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah necessitates 
Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah but it doesn't include it. 


How does it necessitate Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah? One who believes that Allah 
(Yl*3y dl) is Al-Khalig, Ar-Rāzig, Al-Mudabir, Al-Muhyt, Al-Mumit (Creator, Sustainer, 
One Who Gives Life and Death). That necessitates that He should be worshiped alone 
(dlg dle.) with no Shirk. Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah necessitates Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah 
but it doesn't include it. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah is mighty proof on Tawheed Al- 
Ulūhiyyah. When Allah (Jl 39 4.) wants to show proof on His Oneness in worship — 
Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah — He uses Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah as proof. 
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O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may 
become righteous.* 


O mankind, Worship your Lord — $5; — your Lord. |ydišī is Ulūhiyyah. When you go to 
worship, when you go to sacrifice, to give a vow, Du'a, Salah, Hajj, Tawakkul — direct it 
to Allah (Jb, lx) alone, that's Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, Só lgi. Why? The verse 
tells us why: ¿SÉ ¿o ca Sáls SU. Why? Because He's the Lord who created you and 
those before you. Al-Khālig is what? Al-Khālig, the Creator, is Rubūbiyyah. «sāls cdi, He 
alone Created you. If He Created you, that's proof that you must worship Him alone. 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah is proof that you must direct your Ulúhiyyah to Allah (læ 
dlg) alone. 


1 Al-Baqarah: 21 
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The next verse after that, right after that verse — and there are many other 
verses like that in the Qur’an: 
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[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a ceiling and sent down 
from the sky, rain and brought forth thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not 
attribute to Allāh equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him].? 


He created the earth a resting place for you — Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. He created the 
sky as a canopy, sl kás — Rubūbiyyah. sl sla cul ¿o J55, He brought down rain — 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. ŠĪ 6 ají Geek gb, He brought fruits as a provision for 
you — Rubūbiyyah. All that is the Rubūbiyyah of Allah (Jl 39 Glue). So what's the point 
of all that? The end of the verse tells us. All that is proof for Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah. 
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So do not attribute to Allah equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him] 


Those are Actions of Rubūbiyyah of Allah ode 3 d>, ¿lg law, They mean, if He did all 
that, (Ula39 dla), it means you should worship the One who does all that alone. And 
don't set up rivals unto Allah (Ji le). Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah necessitates 
Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, but doesn't include it. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah is proof on 
Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah directs to Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah. 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah is a gate to Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah — some enter it, some 
don’t. 


2 Al-Bagarah: 22 
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The Kuffār of Quraysh during the Messenger (#8)’s time affirmed general belief in 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. They, for the most part, in many aspects of Tawheed Ar- 
Rubūbiyyah believed that Allah (Jl 59 Gl) is the Creator alone, the Provider alone, 
Who Gives Life and Death alone, and so on. They affirm overall, general belief in 
Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. But a side point to keep in mind about this is that the Kuffar of 
Quraysh, their belief in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah had a deficiency in it. Why? And how do 
we know that? Because some denied the Resurrection, some attributed rain to other 
than Allah (Jl»33 lew), some believed in Tamā'im (amulets) and Tattayur (evil omens) 
and other deficiencies. But they did have some type of general belief in Rububiyyah, 
that Allah (Jl»39 læ) is the Lord who Creates and Provides and Controls and Sustains 
the universe. So Allah (Jl»33 dl) used that portion of their belief in Tawheed Ar- 
Rubūbiyyah as proof that they should single Allah (Jl39 ble.) out in their ‘Ibadah 
which is Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah. That shows that one may believe in Tawheed Ar- 
Rubūbiyyah and then commit Shirk in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah. In Surah Al-Mu'mintn, 
they affirmed the Rubúbiyyah to Allah (Jl39 len), 
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Say, [O Muhammad], "To whom belongs the earth and whoever is in it, if you 
should know?" 


They will say, "To Allāh." Say, "Then will you not remember?" 


Ask them to who does the earth and what's in it belong to? And their answer is Allah. 
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Say, "Who is Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the Great Throne?" 


3 Al-Mu'minún: 84-85 
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They will say, "[They belong] to Allāh." Say, "Then will you not fear Him?" 


Ask them who's the Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the Great Throne? They 
say Allah. 
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Say, "In whose hand is the realm of all things - and He protects while none can protect 


against Him - if you should know?" 


They will say, "[All belongs] to Allāh." Say, "Then how are you deluded?" 


Who has the authority over everything? Who protects? And no one can protect against 
Him — Allah! 


What kind of thinking do you have?! You admit the earth and what's on it belongs to 
Allah, you admit He is the Lord of the Heavens and the Great Throne. You admit that He 
has authority over everything, but then you worship other than Allah? 


4 Al-Mu'minún: 86-87 
5 Al-Mu'minún: 88-89 


Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah Versus Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah 


How are you so deceived?! What kind of thinking is this? And there are so many verses 
similar to this throughout the Qur’an. 


Belief in Rububiyyah is a Fitrah instilled in the human beings, and we said the 
Mushrikin of Quraysh believed in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah with a deficiency in it. But 
even if one fully believed and affirms in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah completely, fully, and 
sincerely, but then commits shirk in Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah, then he’s a Mushrik, and 
that's the meaning to the verse: 
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And most of them believe not in Allah except while they associate others with Him.* 


And Ibn ‘Abbas logic «l 9) said, "If you ask them who's the Creator, they say it’s Allah 
(JS, Gl), but then they go and commit Shirk while worshiping Him.” The Messenger 
(#8) called them to Tawheed and fought them for Tawheed, even though they affirmed 
belief in Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah. He called them so that their Du'a will be directed to 
Allah (Jl dieu.) alone, their vows must be given to Allah (Jlx39 dle.) alone, their 
sacrifice must be directed to Allah (Jl 59 dlu) alone, just like all their worship. 
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And [He revealed] that the masjids are for Allāh, so do not invoke with Allāh anyone.” 


6 Yūsuf: 106 
7 Al-Jinn: 18 
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So, all this is simply summarized in the statement: Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah 
includes and encompasses Tawheed Ar-Rubūbiyyah. Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah does 
not include Tawheed Al-Ulūhiyyah but it necessitates it and it is proof for it. 
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